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Dive into the unexpected tales of 
the Upper Texas Coast.

Uncover the captivating history that shaped 
the Upper Texas Gulf Coast. With easy access 
to coastal and inland waters, abundant 
bays, fertile soils, and extended growing 
seasons, this region has drawn many 
throughout history. First the Karankawa, 
followed by Spain, France, Mexico, Anglo-
Americans, and then the United States. 
The opportunity for land ownership and 
economic prosperity, plus security from 
debt collectors and oppression, shaped 
the European and Anglo-American drive 
into the region. Slave-based agriculture, 
immigration and the discovery of petroleum 
were key factors in economic development, 
which earned Galveston the names 
‘Wall Street of the Southwest’ and ‘Ellis 
Island of the West’. This opportunity and 
independence-driven spirit is integral to the 
DNA of Texas. From indigenous peoples, 
colonizers, and formerly enslaved Africans, 
to voluntary immigrants from across the 
globe, this region’s history is fueled by 
stories of freedom—both past and present.

www.explorelonestarcoastal.com
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When you think of the 
Underground Railroad, you 
probably picture heading north 
to freedom in Canada. But 
did you know many enslaved 
people in Texas fled south to 
Mexico? Some seeking freedom 
fled from or through 
Brazoria county, 
while others stowed 
away on ships leaving 
Galveston for ports in 
Mexico. Researchers 
have only recently 
begun uncovering and 
cataloging these stories. 

MATAGORDA COUNTY 

Matagorda County MuseumA

City By The Sea Museum

Fisherman’s Memorial

Sanford Community Center

B

League City Founder’s Square 
and Homes Self Tour

 » Tour Map 

A The Bryan Museum

Juneteenth Legacy Project Mural 
and Storytelling Space

Galveston Historic Seaport

B

BRAZORIA COUNTY 

Stephen F. Austin-Munson 
Historical County ParkA

Capitol of Texas Park

B Varner-Hogg Plantation State 
Historic Site

C C

Lake Jackson Historical 
Museum

D D
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JEFFERSON COUNTY 

La Maison Acadienne Museum & 
Dutch Windmill Museum

A

McFaddin-Ward House & John 
Jay French House

Spindletop Gladys City 
Boomtown MuseumB

Museum of the Gulf Coast

C C

GALVESTON COUNTY 

Walk the stations of the cross 
in this “Area of Peace” built 
as a tribute to Port Arthur 
for welcoming Vietnamese 
refugees. This site is part of the 
Faith Trail which highlights the 
many religious communities with  
roots in this region.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Matagorda+County+Museum/@28.9826962,-95.9730181,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x8641b9388781d119:0xb60586371cde8580!8m2!3d28.9826915!4d-95.9704432!16s%2Fg%2F1trvltyg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/City+by+the+Sea+Museum/@28.7001762,-96.2179046,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8641e569f2bbcc3b:0x1510589ad18c0e24!8m2!3d28.7001715!4d-96.2153297!16s%2Fg%2F1tfm70zk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fisherman's+Memorial/@28.6955312,-96.235981,14.99z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x8641e5490aafb801:0x1b08313954f90825!8m2!3d28.6961166!4d-96.2309242!16s%2Fg%2F11ggw0wg2v
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sanford+Community+Center/@28.7091129,-96.2207464,19z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x8641e5f9ed167209:0xe1c4f03efec75a7a!2sSanford+Community+Center!8m2!3d28.7089038!4d-96.2206311!16s%2Fg%2F11hy9r4l11!3m5!1s0x8641e5f9ed167209:0xe1c4f03efec75a7a!8m2!3d28.7089038!4d-96.2206311!16s%2Fg%2F11hy9r4l11
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Founder's+Square/@29.5103482,-95.0935239,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x86409d3271744865:0x9a9021458eae803b!8m2!3d29.5102391!4d-95.0908001!16s%2Fg%2F11fx88jc5t
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Founder's+Square/@29.5103482,-95.0935239,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x86409d3271744865:0x9a9021458eae803b!8m2!3d29.5102391!4d-95.0908001!16s%2Fg%2F11fx88jc5t
https://leaguecityhistory.org/historic-sites-tour-map
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Bryan+Museum/@29.297423,-94.7902909,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863f9e5d4cdd7fb1:0x60fa80ed382c27ce!8m2!3d29.2974184!4d-94.7890034!16s%2Fm%2F01322nlx
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Absolute+Equality+Mural/@29.3071622,-94.7959912,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x863f9fb3416b183b:0xd87e7790b4be945!2sAbsolute+Equality+Mural!8m2!3d29.3071576!4d-94.7934163!16s%2Fg%2F11nntk9fj5!3m5!1s0x863f9fb3416b183b:0xd87e7790b4be945!8m2!3d29.3071576!4d-94.7934163!16s%2Fg%2F11nntk9fj5
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Absolute+Equality+Mural/@29.3071622,-94.7959912,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x863f9fb3416b183b:0xd87e7790b4be945!2sAbsolute+Equality+Mural!8m2!3d29.3071576!4d-94.7934163!16s%2Fg%2F11nntk9fj5!3m5!1s0x863f9fb3416b183b:0xd87e7790b4be945!8m2!3d29.3071576!4d-94.7934163!16s%2Fg%2F11nntk9fj5
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Galveston+Historic+Seaport+-+Home+of+the+1877+Tall+Ship+ELISSA/@29.3088568,-94.7942675,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863f9e14d510b681:0x680a800a261da164!8m2!3d29.3090547!4d-94.7933003!16zL20vMDZ4Nno0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stephen+F.+Austin-Munson+Historical+County+Park/@29.1504984,-95.4517157,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86405ce94b515631:0x9b2e3328d94bc279!8m2!3d29.1504937!4d-95.4491408!16s%2Fg%2F11cmswymbt
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Stephen+F.+Austin-Munson+Historical+County+Park/@29.1504984,-95.4517157,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x86405ce94b515631:0x9b2e3328d94bc279!8m2!3d29.1504937!4d-95.4491408!16s%2Fg%2F11cmswymbt
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Capitol+of+Texas+Park/@29.1446389,-95.6481353,19z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x864053dd7367f1fd:0x13ceb6b97936e095!2sCapitol+of+Texas+Park!8m2!3d29.1446343!4d-95.6474916!16s%2Fg%2F11lgt2cgyp!3m5!1s0x864053dd7367f1fd:0x13ceb6b97936e095!8m2!3d29.1446343!4d-95.6474916!16s%2Fg%2F11lgt2cgyp
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Varner-Hogg+Plantation+State+Historic+Site/@29.1626168,-95.9705629,10z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864051805753256f:0x16b1696f22c36115!8m2!3d29.1624777!4d-95.6409537!16s%2Fm%2F06_91wb
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Varner-Hogg+Plantation+State+Historic+Site/@29.1626168,-95.9705629,10z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864051805753256f:0x16b1696f22c36115!8m2!3d29.1624777!4d-95.6409537!16s%2Fm%2F06_91wb
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Jackson+Historical+Museum/@29.0391038,-95.532818,12z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864043db5bb2c90f:0x2fbb62ad74055f00!8m2!3d29.0392168!4d-95.4504377!16s%2Fg%2F1vxcwt0f
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Jackson+Historical+Museum/@29.0391038,-95.532818,12z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864043db5bb2c90f:0x2fbb62ad74055f00!8m2!3d29.0392168!4d-95.4504377!16s%2Fg%2F1vxcwt0f
https://www.google.com/maps/place/La+Maison+Acadienne+Museum/@29.9731818,-93.9954531,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eb75fe6a6e05d:0x8da53844a458b562!8m2!3d29.9731772!4d-93.9941656!16s%2Fg%2F11qfpns7gj
https://www.google.com/maps/place/La+Maison+Acadienne+Museum/@29.9731818,-93.9954531,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eb75fe6a6e05d:0x8da53844a458b562!8m2!3d29.9731772!4d-93.9941656!16s%2Fg%2F11qfpns7gj
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+McFaddin-Ward+House+Historic+Museum/@30.0865751,-94.1173342,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863ecb28d88e3b57:0x5d27edb9d64277b0!8m2!3d30.0865705!4d-94.1147593!16s%2Fm%2F02pvb2q
https://www.google.com/maps/place/John+Jay+French+Museum/@30.1108178,-94.1458224,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863934a482f9c557:0x9a52227c9fc1cf6b!8m2!3d30.1108132!4d-94.1432475!16s%2Fg%2F1tp0f117
https://www.google.com/maps/place/John+Jay+French+Museum/@30.1108178,-94.1458224,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863934a482f9c557:0x9a52227c9fc1cf6b!8m2!3d30.1108132!4d-94.1432475!16s%2Fg%2F1tp0f117
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Spindletop-Gladys+City+Boomtown+Museum/@30.0332397,-94.0833473,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eca703e777d99:0xd6d711b1404e2708!8m2!3d30.0332351!4d-94.0807724!16s%2Fm%2F0crg6vk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Spindletop-Gladys+City+Boomtown+Museum/@30.0332397,-94.0833473,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eca703e777d99:0xd6d711b1404e2708!8m2!3d30.0332351!4d-94.0807724!16s%2Fm%2F0crg6vk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Museum+of+the+Gulf+Coast/@29.8731907,-93.935493,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863ebae3b855007f:0x87e1ad185d34738!8m2!3d29.8731861!4d-93.9329181!16s%2Fm%2F0q2_n_h
https://visitportarthurtx.com/things-to-do/faith-trail/

