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The Upper Texas Gulf Coast is a natural
treasure that's been a well-kept secret for
far too long. Often overshadowed by in-
dustrial development, this coastal region
is a critical stopover on the central flyway
for neotropical migratory birds and boasts
a rich diversity of habitats that are unique
within the United States. From beaches and
bays to marshes, forests, and prairies, you'll
find endless opportunities to camp, kayak,
fish, and explore. The location and varied
habitats also make this region home to a
large colonial water bird population and five
sea turtle species, as well as the second
most abundant estuary in the nation. Lo-
cated at the crossroads of important north-
south and east-west transition zones, the
biological diversity of the Upper Texas Gulf
Coast is truly remarkable. Come discover
the ecological abundance and experience

this unique region for yourself!

Explore
LONE * STAR
COASTAL

www.explorelonestarcoastal.com




JEFFERSON COUNTY
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Big Thicket National Preserve

Cattail Marsh Scenic Wetlands
» Trail Map Link

Sea Rim State Park

McFaddin National Wildlife
Refuge

Want a fun and free way to

GALVESTON COUNTY

Houston Audubon Smith Oaks
Sanctuary, High Island

Houston Audubon Horseshoe
Marsh Bird Sanctuary
» Trail Map Link

Galveston Island State Park

Artist Boat Kayak Adventure
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BRAZORIA COUNTY

Marvel in the magic and
diversity of this region’s
wetlands. On the Upper
Texas Coast you'll find both
saltwater and brackish tidal
wetlands between the land

and sea, as well as freshwater
wetlands in prairies and
forests.

MATAGORDA COUNTY

get out on the water and
maybe even spot dolphins?!
The ferry runs regularly
between Bolivar Peninsula
and Galveston Island.

Brazoria National Wildlife
Refuge

Matagorda County Birding
Nature Center

Sea Center Texas e Matagorda Bay Nature Park

Hanson Riverside Park & Beal
Unit

San Bernard National Wildlife
Refuge
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Matagorda+County+Birding/@28.9835293,-96.0125467,17.99z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x8641b935fde08f59:0x156d8a778bc17953!2sMatagorda+County+Birding!8m2!3d28.9835601!4d-96.0120854!16s%2Fg%2F1thlzv5d!3m5!1s0x8641b935fde08f59:0x156d8a778bc17953!8m2!3d28.9835601!4d-96.0120854!16s%2Fg%2F1thlzv5d
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Matagorda+County+Birding/@28.9835293,-96.0125467,17.99z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x8641b935fde08f59:0x156d8a778bc17953!2sMatagorda+County+Birding!8m2!3d28.9835601!4d-96.0120854!16s%2Fg%2F1thlzv5d!3m5!1s0x8641b935fde08f59:0x156d8a778bc17953!8m2!3d28.9835601!4d-96.0120854!16s%2Fg%2F1thlzv5d
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Matagorda+Bay+Welcome+Center/@28.5990552,-95.980704,17z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x8641db9fe094e013:0xbd4d20e0ea33b488!2sMatagorda+Bay+Nature+Park!8m2!3d28.601027!4d-95.977371!16s%2Fg%2F12613fv62!3m5!1s0x8641d9cdf1aa44f7:0xe4d1156f10a84785!8m2!3d28.5987049!4d-95.9786141!16s%2Fg%2F11h5mnnz9w
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Galveston+Island+State+Park+Nature+Center/@29.1988975,-94.9568748,19.01z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863f843803b1169f:0xdee44b4690266c2d!8m2!3d29.1988789!4d-94.9563261!16s%2Fg%2F11c5scpm_0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Smith+Oaks+Sanctuary/@29.5720662,-94.3923317,16.75z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863ee2869717b485:0x37abe057afbf2f32!8m2!3d29.5719455!4d-94.3899178!16s%2Fg%2F11g_yrmtm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Smith+Oaks+Sanctuary/@29.5720662,-94.3923317,16.75z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863ee2869717b485:0x37abe057afbf2f32!8m2!3d29.5719455!4d-94.3899178!16s%2Fg%2F11g_yrmtm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Artist+Boat/@29.2224572,-94.9329029,19z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x145dc9a10b824e69:0x86ed43e25bc7279d!8m2!3d29.2226558!4d-94.9322716!16s%2Fg%2F11b6_f6mwl
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horseshoe+Marsh+Nature+Trail/@29.3861547,-94.7558738,19.25z/data=!4m12!1m5!3m4!2zMjnCsDIzJzA5LjMiTiA5NMKwNDUnMjAuNyJX!8m2!3d29.3859167!4d-94.75575!3m5!1s0x863f75c46cb7f405:0x7e6e4a7275d5e9be!8m2!3d29.3859466!4d-94.7557795!16s%2Fg%2F11stb55gkk
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Horseshoe+Marsh+Nature+Trail/@29.3861547,-94.7558738,19.25z/data=!4m12!1m5!3m4!2zMjnCsDIzJzA5LjMiTiA5NMKwNDUnMjAuNyJX!8m2!3d29.3859167!4d-94.75575!3m5!1s0x863f75c46cb7f405:0x7e6e4a7275d5e9be!8m2!3d29.3859466!4d-94.7557795!16s%2Fg%2F11stb55gkk
https://houstonaudubon.org/file_download/inline/5e38a0d8-2e2f-481f-aff4-9b636ee0974c
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brazoria+National+Wildlife+Refuge/@29.0583898,-95.2736132,15.99z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x86406e5ff9db57f1:0x6c85852a09b10f08!8m2!3d29.0599861!4d-95.2682459!16s%2Fg%2F1ptxlhhqp
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brazoria+National+Wildlife+Refuge/@29.0583898,-95.2736132,15.99z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x86406e5ff9db57f1:0x6c85852a09b10f08!8m2!3d29.0599861!4d-95.2682459!16s%2Fg%2F1ptxlhhqp
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hanson+Riverside+County+Park/@29.1131707,-95.675675,19z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x86405277bf437df1:0xe1c6a7303981952a!2sHanson+Riverside+County+Park!8m2!3d29.113738!4d-95.675769!16s%2Fg%2F1vv2sm7g!3m5!1s0x86405277bf437df1:0xe1c6a7303981952a!8m2!3d29.113738!4d-95.675769!16s%2Fg%2F1vv2sm7g
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hanson+Riverside+County+Park/@29.1131707,-95.675675,19z/data=!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x86405277bf437df1:0xe1c6a7303981952a!2sHanson+Riverside+County+Park!8m2!3d29.113738!4d-95.675769!16s%2Fg%2F1vv2sm7g!3m5!1s0x86405277bf437df1:0xe1c6a7303981952a!8m2!3d29.113738!4d-95.675769!16s%2Fg%2F1vv2sm7g
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sea+Center+Texas/@29.0174847,-95.4472234,18.03z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864043d8b06c7027:0x49904658e1c5e556!8m2!3d29.01748!4d-95.4459616!16s%2Fg%2F1w112kp_
https://www.google.com/maps/place/San+Bernard+National+Wildlife+Refuge+Admin+Building+And+Visitor+Contact+Station/@28.9137992,-95.5813656,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864037e944c3d9d3:0x550d0b74172e4e46!8m2!3d28.9140734!4d-95.5783635!16s%2Fg%2F11gk__m6kg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/San+Bernard+National+Wildlife+Refuge+Admin+Building+And+Visitor+Contact+Station/@28.9137992,-95.5813656,17z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864037e944c3d9d3:0x550d0b74172e4e46!8m2!3d28.9140734!4d-95.5783635!16s%2Fg%2F11gk__m6kg
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sea+Rim+State+Park/@29.6755042,-94.0436912,20z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x863e95a12e9c9569:0xd10d36c9298fce19!8m2!3d29.6754996!4d-94.0435303!16zL20vMDN5eWcx
https://www.google.com/maps/place/McFaddin+National+Wildlife+Refuge/@29.6696639,-94.0778117,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eb9b5a3c744bb:0x7b72beedd887db49!8m2!3d29.6696593!4d-94.0752368!16zL20vMGJiMnBx
https://www.google.com/maps/place/McFaddin+National+Wildlife+Refuge/@29.6696639,-94.0778117,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x863eb9b5a3c744bb:0x7b72beedd887db49!8m2!3d29.6696593!4d-94.0752368!16zL20vMGJiMnBx
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Cattail+Marsh+Scenic+Wetlands+%26+Boardwalk/@30.007021,-94.1428597,17z/data=!4m15!1m8!3m7!1s0x863ecbfc9c64a789:0x831986441eac0ee1!2s4233+Babe+Zaharias+Dr,+Beaumont,+TX+77705!3b1!8m2!3d30.007021!4d-94.1428597!16s%2Fg%2F11sbyzz404!3m5!1s0x863ecbfb630aeab7:0x781755a09bb53624!8m2!3d30.0069411!4d-94.1425628!16s%2Fg%2F11bzzpp2zg
http://res.cloudinary.com/simpleview/image/upload/v1484946978/clients/beaumont/CattailMarshTrailMaps3_52487cf6-4b8e-4ff7-bc05-e4d38bb10d07.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Big+Thicket+National+Preserve/@30.5624522,-94.6267813,9z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x8639150a628c9931:0xeaa5ffb382451eb4!8m2!3d30.4583071!4d-94.3872437!16zL20vMDRsN3hu

